ASPHYXIA,

occurs that the hands are found clenched and contain
aquatic weeds, gravel., &c. This Is an almost certain sign
that the body came into the water alive but care should be
taken to ascertain whether the weeds are the same as
those growing in the water, and whether the gravel is the
same as that found at the bottom.

A very important point to be observed In deaths by
drowning,, is the liquid character of the blood. This is held
by some authors to be almost the only certain sign of death
by this cause. This symptom, however, Is not invariably
found, and all that can be said of it, from a jurisprudent's
point of view, is, that its absence, combined with the
absence of other symptoms one would expect to find, is cal-
culated to raise a suspicion of death from Some other cause.

The lungs will be generally found greatly distended and Internal ap-
filling the whole of the cavity of the chest. They will be Pearauces'
flabby in appearance, and an impression made on them by
the finger will be preserved. This is owing to their having
lost their elasticity from being penetrated by water. They
will be three or four times their ordinary weight owing to
the same cause. On incision, a bloody frothy liquid escapes.
The windpipe, "bronchi, and the minute air tubes of the
lungs will be filled with the same kind of mucous froth, but
this appearance is not always met with, and depends pro-
bably upon the amount of struggles the deceased went
through in his endeavours to breathe. Taylor says : et The
presence of mucous froth in the air passages may be re-
garded as a characteristic of asphyxia by drowning. When
discovered in the lungs, associated with a watery condition
of these organs, it furnishes a satisfactory proof of this
mode of death." If, however, the inspection is not made
soon, i.e., two or three hours after death, this froth may
entirely disappear. It sometimes occurs that the contents
of the stomach are found in the windpipe and lungs, which
happens when the person has been drowned with a full
stomach. Vomiting takes place, and the vomited matters
are drawn into the lungs by the attempt to breathe.

As a general rule, the right cavities of the heart arc found The heart,